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The Board of Trustees of Sugarcreek Township, Greene County, Ohio, met in Work Session on September 17, 2012, at 5:30 p.m., at 2090 Ferry Road, Bellbrook, Ohio 45305.
1. Mrs. Daugherty called the Session to order at 5:30 pm.

2. Mr. Hodson called the roll with Board Members Nadine Daugherty, Mike Pittman and Scott Bryant present. In addition to Township Administrator, Barry Tiffany, others present were Jim Tharpe, Jim Martin, Joan Gallagher and Donna Hellman. Cara Tilford, Zoning and Planning, arrived later.

3. Discussion Items

Park District – Mr. Tiffany said the Bellbrook/Sugarcreek Park District was supposed to meet with the Board tonight but called on Friday and said they would not be attending. Mr. Tiffany said this was the second time they have declined to meet with us. Mr. Bryant suggested we give them a third opportunity and that a Board member should attend their meeting and publicly invite them so there was no miss-communication about the meeting and its importance. Mr. Bryant related a situation in Columbia Township where a business owner wanted to change zoning to expand his business. He was not successful so he went to the City of New Town and asked to annex. There were two Parks between the City and the business owner's property. The City annexed both parcels of Park Property so they could annex the business owner's property.  Mr. Bryant said that in our situation the proposed Park would be vulnerable to annexation and we could be paying for a Park in Centerville. He said we have asked twice to meet with the park Board and they have refused.  Mr. Tiffany said once it is annexed it becomes a stepping stone to other properties. Mr. Bryant said the only piece of the dominoes we can control is the first one.  Mr. Bryant said he would rather the Dille's sell to Centerville than to have a Park annexed by them. Mr. Pittman said they agreed to have a buffer.  Mr. Tiffany said he was told they would put one on 675 but not on Feedwire.  He said if the buffer was retained by the Dillies, they could sell it to Centerville at any time. Mr. Pittman said we would need an irrevocable trust.   He said if they decline to give us some sort of guarantee we will have to campaign against the levy.  Mr. Pittman said if we fight this thing we can get it defeated. Mr. Bryant said he didn't object to a park but does not want to subject the Township to the risk involved.  Mrs. Daugherty said she thought the Park District would just preserve the land as open space but if we don't get answers from them we will need to address it.  Mr. Bryant said he thought if they had a plan they would have been here. Mr. Hodson suggested the Newsletter coming out as a means of informing the public if needed.  Mr. Pittman said a buffer needs to be deeded to a trust to keep for thirty years. If the Park District can't negotiate that with the Dille’s then we need to handle it. Mr. Bryant said we can only approach them if the Park District leaves buffer land in their hands.  Mr. Pittman said that if we have an agreement before the election and the Prosecutor says its okay then he's fine with it. He said the Park District has to know if we can't get an agreement we will have to oppose the levy.  Mr. Bryant said time is not on our side. He said we have two meetings in October, so when do we make our stand.  Mr. Pittman said even if we get what we want we should remain neutral.  Mr. Bryant said he thought we were at a point where Mr. Tiffany should go ahead and prepare a position statement. Mr. Pittman and Mrs. Daugherty agreed. Mr. Pittman said he thought Mr. Tiffany should contact Jeff Stewart tomorrow. 

Mr. Martin said we don't have enough information. He said Mr. Oberer has been talking to the County about water and sewer. He said the problem is that there are not going to be enough customers on the line to pay for the water and sewer if the land becomes a park. He said that we have limited land for commercial property   and we can't afford to take it off the tax rolls.  He said we already have 0.8 acre of park land for every resident in the Township. He said he was sympathetic to the Dille's but they've made a mess of this thing.  Mr. Martin said the schools will lose three hundred and thirty thousand dollars.  Donna Hellman said we sent the Park Board a letter asking them to delay the levy.  She said they could still do that until the detachment was settled. She said the tax dollars for the Road Levy was more important than the Park.  Mr. Martin asked if the levy was for both the Township and the City. Mr. Tiffany said that it was. He said he has discussed the issue with Mr. Schlagheck and he is aware of the situation.  Mrs. Gallagher said she thinks there is not much chance of any levy passing.  She said she has always voted for the School, Park and Township levies but knowing what is going on she will weigh the information. Mr. Bryant asked how the school will lose three hundred and thirty thousand. Mr. Martin said it would be the tax dollars generated if the property were developed.  Mr. Martin said to make the Dille property fly we need to pass Limited Home Rule.  He said a TIF is good but he doesn't want to be on the hook for a loan.  Mr. Bryant said he would write something for the Newsletter regarding the Park issue. Mrs. Daugherty thought the News Letter the best way to inform residents. Mr. Pittman agreed.  Mr. Bryant asked Mr. Tiffany to prepare a position statement to review at the next meeting.  He said if the Park board comes it can be modified or if they don't it will be ready to go. Mr. Bryant said he will go to the Park Board meeting and invite them.  Mrs. Gallagher said Jeff is a very nice guy. His idea is that the people have to decide, but he doesn't think that they have to know every side of the issue.  Mr. Tiffany said that the Park Board still hasn't made their final ten thousand dollar payment for the land on Waynesville Road.  Mr. Hodson provided information on the interest free loan and lack of payment schedule passed by the Board about ten years ago. 

Mrs. Daugherty moved to adjourn to Executive Session to discuss litigation.  Mr. Pittman seconded. Roll was called with the vote being as follows:

Mr. Bryant – Yes

Mr. Pittman – Yes

Mrs. Daugherty – Yes

The meeting adjourned at 6:19 pm for Executive Session.  The meeting reconvened at 6:32 pm.

Newsletter - Cara Tilford passed out copies of a draft of the Newsletter.  Cara discussed, page by page, the highlights and contents of each article. She asked the Board to review the contents and provide her with their comments, additions or corrections. Mr. Tiffany asked the Board to review the historical article about the cemetery adjacent to Wagner Hill and Jeremy Woods subdivisions for their comments. Cara noted that on the last page was and article on 'Claim the Name' to encourage people to use Sugarcreek Township as their mailing address. Mr. Tiffany told Cara the target date for completion had changed to September 27th.  Cara said it would take two weeks for production so it could be sent out at the end of the second week of October.  She said tomorrow she would send E-mails of the newsletter to the Board for their comments.  

Miscellaneous - Mr. Tiffany said Greene County and Bellbrook have finally agreed on a map for the water line for Clyo Road. He said the county engineer has asked for more documentation and we will move forward as quick as we can.  Mr. Tiffany said a list of questions had been sent to Greene County about the MARCS communication system. He said all questions have been answered except for costs.  Cara said the little church on the corner of Wilmington and Conference Road has had a parking lot put in. She said they may have filled in part of a 'blue stream' (a mapped stream). She said she wanted to know if the Township should file paperwork with the Army Corp of Engineers. She said is not aware that there is any problem but maybe it should be checked. Mrs. Daugherty said it probably should be looked at. Mr. Pittman said he agreed. Mr. Bryant said he would like more information but didn't have a problem with it being checked.

Mr. Bryant moved to adjourn.  Mrs. Daugherty seconded. The roll was called with all responses being “yes”. The meeting was adjourned at 6:50 pm.

_____________________________________

Theodore L. Hodson, Fiscal Officer
