

The Board of Trustees of Sugarcreek Township, Greene County, Ohio, in Regular Session on September 19th, 2022, at 7:00 PM. 

1) Mr. Cramer called the session to order at 7:00 pm.

2) Mr. Demko called the roll with Board Members, Mrs. Destefani, Mr. Moeller, and Mr. Cramer were in attendance. Also, in attendance were Donna Hellmann, Denise Moore, and Larry Hurlburt. 

3) All in attendance stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.  

4) Reports

Administration
Mr. Tiffany had nothing to add to his report. Mr. Cramer asked if he would like to talk about the order of events for the service for Mr. Jim Martin on 9/20 or 9/21. Mr. Tiffany stated everyone is up to date. Some discussion followed on transportation, timing, and attire. Mrs. Destefani added she is very excited that the parks district signed off on the 1.2 acres for the Veterans Memorial but asked how long it typically takes for the court of common pleas and Mr. Tiffany stated he does not know. Mr. Tiffany stated he thinks the carpenter road improvement project he believes will be completed by the end of Spring 2023. Mr. Cramer asked Mr. Tiffany to comment on the sale of the fire truck which Mr. Tiffany replied it sold for $468,000 and it is being picked up on 9/22/2022. 

	Zoning
Mrs. Tilford had nothing to add to her report. Mr. Moeller asked on Indian Wells Trail the person is going to build a 1985 sq ft garage on a single foundation. Mrs. Tilford replied that they would like to and are going to the board of zoning appeals and notices have been sent to the neighbors. Some discussion followed. Mrs. Destefani asked for an update on The Landings and where they are in the next steps. Mrs. Tilford stated everything is going well and they have done everything they need to do through Sugarcreek Township and are now going to Regional Planning. Mrs. Tilford also shared on the Long-Range Use Plan Open House occurring 9/27/22 that will solicit resident and business owner input on Sugarcreek Townships Long Range Use Plan. Mrs. Tilford advised she does not feel it is appropriate for the trustees to give their input at this open house as it will be presented to them at a different time, and they will be updated through the entire process. 

	Fiscal Officer
Mr. Demko stated regarding the audit he believes the sit down wrap up will be in mid-October. Some discussion followed. 

	Fire
Chief Leaming had nothing to add to his report. Mr. Cramer asked if the fire truck would be at Sugar Valley for the Funeral service of Jim Martin and Chief Leaming stated yes. The earnings from the selling of the old fire truck, by law must go towards the principal of the new fire truck leaving 5.5 years left to pay it off. Mr. Cramer stated how unfortunate it is that Kaitlyn Holbrook resigned as both her mother and father were firefighters and he really liked her. Chief Leaming stated she is having some personal issues that he and Mr. Tiffany discussed with her, and she has elected to go in a different direction. 

	Police
	Chief Brown was not present and had nothing to add to his report. Mrs. Destefani asked if the training Officer Black attended was required, which Mr. Tiffany replied yes. Mrs. Destefani asked if it was every year which Mr. Tiffany replied he does not know. Some discussion followed. Mr. Cramer asked about Chief Browns role in the school protection. Mr. Tiffany replied advisory as he is on an advisory committee. 

	Roads and Service
	Mr. Owens added that Chase Morgan is in the CDL class currently and started last Monday. He added that the paving project is finished and came in under budget. Mr. Cramer asked what the policy on deer kill is. Mr. Owens stated they dispose of it. Mr. Moeller asked for an update on the new dump truck. Mr. Owens stated he called last week, and it is supposed to arrive in November now but each time he calls it gets pushed back further. Some discussion followed. Mr. Cramer stated regarding the ARPA funds, he knows the first portion went to broadband and the next went to roads, but has the township used all of it which Mr. Tiffany replied to no. Since they have 4 years to use all of it, they decided to set some aside. Some discussion followed. 

	Information Technology
	Mr. Tiffany had nothing to add relative to IT. Mrs. Tilford added the new online zoning permit portal is amazing, but she does not see people in person that much anymore since most people want to utilize the online portal. Mr. Demko asked if those online payments were being direct deposited into the account to which Mrs. Tilford replied yes. 

	Trustees
	
	Mr. Moeller stated he got a notification from Miami Valley Regional planning that they are upping their fees this year due to the number of activities they are doing now which means the township will need a resolution to approve that. Mr. Moeller also added when he was at the Greene County meeting, they have a new natural gas aggregate which has been added as a resolution to the meeting tonight where residents can choose whether they want to opt out or not. 

	Mrs. Destefani attended the community clean up day which was a success and had over 100 in attendance. She also on 8/24 attended the home builders association meeting as a part of her role with regional planning. She sits on the perspectives 2040 for the county and there was some concern with the home builders association not being represented enough, and they were asking if they could reengage in the process. So, they talked about how perspectives 2040 is still going out and engaging and there is a QR code where citizens are invited to make comments. She also added that regarding Sugarcreek Cares, one of the things they are proposing is Sugarcreek supporting Black History Month Writing competition which Mrs. Destefani thinks is a wonderful idea. 

	Mr. Cramer asked where they are with the welcoming package for people in the township. Mr. Moeller stated he has asked all the departments to submit something about their department that they can add to the package by the end of September. He also mentioned he would like to add a magnet to the welcome package that includes all the numbers and departments that new residents may need. He said they can get 5,000 magnets for $1,800.00. Some discussion followed. Mr. Cramer asked how they will know when someone moves into the township. Mrs. Tilford stated it is a little bit difficult because they don’t know but they can give whatever is created to the home builders, but we have no control whether they will give them out. Mr. Tiffany added after recently going through the process, you do not see the builders after making your home selections. The closing table is a title company. Mr. Cramer added when someone moves into an established neighborhood there is no way to know. Mr. Moeller stated it is going to be hit or miss, but feels it is still beneficial even if it a short amount of people. Some discussion followed.   Mr. Cramer stated he will speak with the post office and see if they are able to let us know when someone registers to a new address. Mr. Tiffany stated the post office has lists for sale, but he does not feel that they will just give it out. Mrs. Destefani mentioned regarding speaking with the post office, she would like to speak with them about getting an address for the veteran’s memorial. Mrs. Tilford stated the county will provide an address for it when it is parceled off. 

Mr. Cramer added he went to the Greene County meeting with Mr. Moeller, and they discussed the Mr. Martin event and informed Mr. Perales (Greene County Commissioner) of his role in the event. He also stated that there is going to be a new brewery in the old township building expected to open in November and will be called “Sugarcreek Brewing Company.”   

5) Public Comments – Agenda Items
Ms. Moore stated regarding the welcome packet, they could be given to HOA to hand out to new residents. 
Mr. Hurlburt asked regarding the National Gas Aggregation if it is something that they would be automatically enrolled in. Mr. Tiffany stated if it is done like the electric aggregation program, you are in it unless you opt out. It will go on the ballot this November.  

6) Old Business
Mr. Tiffany stated they had a meeting with the city and the school board, and they would like to continue having them quarterly. Some discussion followed on scheduling the meetings moving forward.
7) Consent Agenda Items
  
1. Payment of Bills
1. Approval of Minutes  
1. Greene County Natural Gas Aggregation – 2022.09.19.01

WHEREAS, Greene County Commissioners have placed Natural Gas Aggregation on the November 8th, 2022 ballot, and;

WHEREAS, All unincorporated areas can vote on the issue, and;

WHEREAS, Like the aggregation that was passed in November of 2014, residents will have the option to purchase their natural gas through an aggregation with no fee to opt-out of aggregation program at any time, and;

WHEREAS, All Centerpoint/Columbia Gas customers are eligible to participate provided they are not currently under contract but can join after current deal expires. Propane customers are not eligible, but are able to vote, and;

WHEREAS, Once passed, Palmer Energy will request a proposal from multiple suppliers to receive the most competitive rates. The Commissioners will review option’s/Palmer’s recommendation and put an aggregation in place, and;

WHEREAS, Eligible residents will receive opt-out letters with the rate/term/supplier for the gas aggregation. No action is required to opt-in, and;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that this Board of Trustees for Sugarcreek Township does hereby request that questions be directed to Amy Hoffman at Palmer Energy at 419-491-1006 or via email at ahoffman@palmerenergy.com.

1. Resignation of Fire Department Staff – Forest Weiss, Kaitlyn Holbrook – 2022.09.19.02

WHEREAS, Part-time Firefighter, Forest Weiss has indicated his desire to resign from the Sugarcreek Township Fire Department; and,

	WHEREAS, Forest Weiss was hired as a member of the Sugarcreek Township Fire Department on March 16, 2020; and,

	WHEREAS, Full-time Firefighter/Paramedic, Kaitlyn Holbrook has indicated her desire to resign from the Sugarcreek Township Fire Department; and,

	WHEREAS, Kaitlyn Holbrook was hired as a member of the Sugarcreek Township Fire Department on March 30, 2020; and,

	WHEREAS, Chief Jeffrey A. Leaming recommends we accept the resignation of Forest Weiss and Kaitlyn Holbrook.

	NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Sugarcreek Township Trustees officially accept the above mentioned resignation of Mr. Weiss effective September 5, 2022 and Ms. Holbrook September 16, 2022. 
	

1. Increase Appropriations for the Veterans Memorial Fund – 2022.09.19.03

WHEREAS, the need exists to increase appropriations for the 2912 Veterans Memorial Fund; and,

WHEREAS, the Fiscal Officer has certified the availability of these funds within the 2022 Budget and has provided this Board with the funding number and the Township Administrator has provided the amount to be appropriated:

                 Fund Name 	                             From	      To
	
2912 Veterans Memorial Fund           $50,000.00 	                $55,020.00

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the increased appropriation shall be made in accordance with the law.

1. Proclamation of Recognition – James H. “PeeWee” Martin
 
 WHEREAS, Sugarcreek Township resident James H. Martin led a life of service with measureless contributions to the United States of America and the world during his lifetime; and,

WHEREAS, Mr. Martin was born on April 29, 1921, in Portage Pennsylvania and moved with his family to Indiana where they stayed until Jim was the age of 10.  In May of 1931 Jim’s father’s employer, United Aircraft Company, moved to Dayton; and,

WHEREAS, During World War II, Jim first enlisted in the U.S. Navy when he was 21, but after being told the submarine he was being assigned to would not be ready for 6 months, he went across the hall and enlisted in the Army to be a paratrooper; and,

WHEREAS, Jim “Pee Wee” Martin, a Toccoa original, was a member of the “Screaming Eagle” division, some of the first Allied soldiers to set foot into occupied France.  Mr. Martin was given the nickname “Pee Wee” during training for his small stature. He served with G Company, 506th Parachute Infantry Regiment (PIR), 101st Airborne Division. In addition to parachuting into Normandy, Pee Wee also participated in Operation Market Garden and the Battle of the Bulge; and,

WHEREAS, Jim married Donna Veverka on March 10, 1946 and they purchased 50 acres of Sugarcreek Township land that following August. They chose Sugarcreek Township based on three things: no railroads, good clean water, and a short 30-minute commute for Jim to get to his Tool Manufacturing job in Dayton; and 

WHEREAS, together over the course of the following 10 years, Jim and Donna built their home from the ground up, paying as they went, beginning with the barn where they lived in until the house was completed. The Martins raised their 5 children in Sugarcreek Township and were married over seventy 70 years.  Jim said goodbye to his beloved Donna in 2019 and lived in their home in Sugarcreek Township until his death on September 11, 2022: and, 

WHEREAS, Jim “Pee Wee” Martin is a hero in the eyes of all who knew him, yet he would say simply, “When you volunteer for something, train for something and are paid for something, you can’t call yourself a hero”; and,

WHEREAS, to those lucky enough to be friends to him, as we were, Jim was a trusted advisor, an historian, and one of the last examples to us, and entire other generations, of service and sacrifice above self.  

NOW THEREFORE, the Trustees of the Board of Sugarcreek Township hereby honors Sugarcreek Township resident, Mr. James H. “Pee Wee” Martin, recognizing his service during his life to his community, the world, and these United States of America.  
Mr. Cramer made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda items except the Minutes, which was seconded by Mrs. Destefani. Upon call of the roll, the vote resulted in the following:
Mr. Cramer-yes
Mrs. Destefani-yes
Mr. Moeller-yes

Mrs. Destefani made a motion to approve the Minutes as written, which was seconded by Mr. Moeller. Upon call of the roll, the vote resulted in the following: 

Mr. Moeller-yes
Mrs. Destefani-yes
Mr. Cramer - Abstain


9. Discussion Agenda Items

Mr. Cramer asked how we are presenting the Proclamation of Recognition for Mr. Martin. Mrs. Destefani stated she spoke with Congressman Turners office and Brian Lampton, and they are planning on mailing it to the family later. Some discussion followed on the memorial for Mr. Martin. 

10. Public Comments 

Mrs. Hellman expressed appreciation for the speed sign on Little Sugarcreek Rd. She stated on Tallon Ridge there is a sinking pavement problem. Mr. Owens stated they checked the pipes underneath and there was no breakage. He added he spoke with the City of Bellbrook Supervisor, and they haven’t noticed any issues either other than the road just started sinking. He stated he is going to plan on grinding the edges and leveling it out. Mrs. Hellman asked how they can work with AES to maintain the electric boxes in people’s yards since they are not allowed to paint them, and some of them are in bad shape. Mr. Tiffany stated DPNL, and other companies used to have a liaison for local governments, but since AES took over, they do not have that anymore. He added he will do a little research and let her know. 

Ms. Moore stated regarding Sugarcreek Cares they are working with the schools and are doing a writing competition for Black History Month, and they are seeking funding and judges but added the City of Bellbrook is helping to finance it but has not provided an amount yet. She also proposed an idea to add some form of flag/sign down Wilmington Pike to show support of different minority groups. Mr. Tiffany stated they are unable to put any signs in the right of way or attach signs to poles. Mr. Moeller mentioned people can put it on private property. 

Mr. Hurlburt stated he watched the school board meeting and can’t help to wonder weather Sugarcreek Township has thought about streaming the meetings to outreach to the citizens.  
Mr. Cramer stated he thinks it is something worth looking into as they are looking for more people to come, but maybe they need to reach out. Mr. Hurlburt also asked if there is a business analysis available on how the township choses where to spend the funding and what is the return on what they are spending money on. Mr. Cramer stated they did not do a return on investment regarding the broad band expansion. He stated they thought about it in a way that everyone in Sugarcreek Township should have access to this with more people working from home and students at that point doing school from home. Mr. Tiffany stated when the federal government first gave the money, they told the township what they could spend the money on, and broad band was on top of that list. He added before the expansion, the southern part of the township did not have access to this nor any type of internet. He stated later the federal government stated those with remaining funds could move it to general funds and this is when Sugarcreek township moved it to roads to begin paving the roads. Some discussion followed. 

11. Trustee/Staff Discussions

Mr. Cramer asked if they needed to appoint a representative to be with Mr. Tiffany for the school board piece. Mr. Destefani stated she would be interested. Mr. Cramer clarified that Mrs. Destefani has already been appointed to attend the school safety meetings. Mr. Tiffany added this is a continuation of the school safety. Mr. Cramer and Mr. Moeller both agreed with this. 

12. Executive Session

Mr. Tiffany stated that there was need for an executive session under section 12122G1 to consider the appointment, employment, dismissal, discipline, promotion, demotion, or compensation of a public employee or official. 

Mr. Cramer made a motion to move into Executive session, Mrs. Destefani seconded.
Roll was called with the vote being as follows:
 
                                                           Mr. Cramer – Yes
                                                           Mrs. Destefani – Yes
                                                           Mr. Moeller – Yes

Mr. Cramer moved to come back from executive session at 10:10 pm.

Mr. Tiffany stated he has 3 increases for personnel. First one being Josh Darnell moving to a rate of $19.72. Second one being Joe Hoffman moving to a rate of $16.75. Third one being Michael Ward moving to a rate of $18.23. 

No discussion was needed. 

Mrs. Destefani made a motion to approve, Mr. Moeller seconded. Roll was called with the vote being as follows:
 
                                                           Mr. Cramer – Yes
                                                           Mrs. Destefani – Yes
                                                           Mr. Moeller – Yes

 

13. [bookmark: _Hlk72845055]Adjourn

Mr. Moeller made a motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Mrs. Destefani.  Upon call of the roll, the vote resulted in the following:

Mrs. Destefani-yes
Mr. Moeller-yes
Mr. Cramer - yes



	
Richard J Demko, Fiscal Officer



