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SUGARCREEK TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS

THURSDAY, APRIL 23, 2015
This regular meeting of the Sugarcreek Township Board of Zoning Appeals was held on Thursday, April 23, 2015, at the Sugarcreek Township Administration Office, 2090 Ferry Road, Sugarcreek Township, Ohio at 7:00 p.m.

Mrs. Jay called the meeting to order.

Everyone present stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Upon call of the roll, the vote resulted in the following:

Mrs. Moore-absent
Mr. Haibach-absent
Mrs. Vantrease-present

Mrs. Jay-present
Mr. Cramer-present
Mr. Froehlich-present
Mr. Smith-present

Mrs. Jay swore in all those present wishing to provide testimony.  

Mrs. Jay asked for the Staff Report for BZA Case 04-2015.
Mrs. Tilford, being duly sworn, provided the Staff Report for BZA Case 04-2015.  Applicant, Sugar Valley Golf Club, is requesting Conditional Use Approval under Section 4.08 C. Table 4-3 to allow for the construction of an approximately 17,500 SF clubhouse to be constructed in the approximate location of the old clubhouse.  The applicant is also requesting approval to allow for the construction of an approximately 10’ x 22’ addition to the 1840’s house.  The subject property is 1250 Mead Road, parcel L32000200300002500, owned by Sugar Valley Partners LLC, containing 124.62 acres, and located in the A-1 (Agricultural) District.
Mr. Jim Keyes, 1250 Mead Road, Sugarcreek Township, Ohio, representing Sugar Valley Golf Club, and being duly sworn, came forward.  He explained the process the Club has gone through to get to point that they are now before the BZA and explained the layout and design of the proposed new clubhouse floor by floor.  He noted that they are looking to extend public water down Mead Road in order to provide sprinklers within the new structure.  Details on that aspect of the plan have yet to be finalized.
Mr. Smith asked what the maximum capacity of the old clubhouse was.

Mr. Keyes stated the highest in the old dining room was 160.  This one is designed for 60 in the grill, 25 in the lounge area, and 200 upstairs.  

Mr. Smith asked the percentage of member functions versus outside functions.

Mr. Keyes stated that he has been involved with the club since the seventies and outside functions were a third then. In recent times, it has been 50-50.  They have a dining or social membership that discounts the cost of rental; the cost of the social membership is less than paying the non-member price for the function so most people hosting functions do join as social members.

Mrs. Jay asked if the Board had any other questions.  There being none, she asked for comments in favor of the application.

Mr. Jim Martin, 2465 Stewart Road, being duly sworn came forward.  He noted that he lives close to the club and has been involved since the start.  It is a real asset to the community.  Everything that Jim has done is first class.  The 1840s house was a mess when he took over, now it’s a showplace.  He would expect a vote in favor of his request from the BZA.

Mr.  Michael Wietzel, 2550 Stewart Road, being duly sworn came forward.  He noted a concern about parking but also noted that the owner has a vested interest in providing enough.  
Mr. Mark Wilson, Washington Township resident, being duly sworn came forward.  He noted that he is a member of Sugar Valley and he is very happy with what is being proposed.  He noted that the proposed clubhouse, while a definite asset to the membership, is also an asset to the community.  He noted that they have prospective members between 12 and 24 waiting to see what happens with the clubhouse prior to making a decision on joining.

Mr. Joe Ruth, Washing Township resident and former Sugarcreek Township resident, being duly sworn came forward.  He noted that this a fantastic plan.  It will increase the quality of life in Sugarcreek Township, increase property values in its vicinity and increase the perception people have when they think of Sugarcreek Township as a whole.  He has seen golf courses go downhill and with that goes the property values in the surrounding area.  

Mr. Jim Martin noted that they could have chosen to desert the place after the fire noting that the proposed clubhouse will be a wonderful facility and it will be wonderful for the township.

Mr. Keyes thanked Mr. Martin for his service to our country, explaining his involvement in World War II.  

Mr. Cramer made a motion to close the public hearing, which was seconded by Mr. Smith.  Upon call of the roll, the vote resulted in the following:

Mrs. Jay-yes

Mr. Cramer-yes

Mr. Froehlich-yes

Mrs. Vantrease-yes

Mr. Smith-yes
Mrs. Jay stated that all of her questions have been answered.  As a community it is important to keep our existing businesses.  This business has suffered two losses.  The application is very complete, the applicant is willing to take the steps required by the Zoning Office and she has no objections.
Mr. Smith noted that his brother-in-laws club closed in DC.  Golf operations are tough to sustain.  He wouldn’t approve a banquet center here.  

Mrs. Tilford noted that the approval is tied to the golf/country club.  Banquet centers are handled differently than golf/country club uses.

Mr. Froehlich stated that he was excited to see water come down the road.  It will help the club’s insurance rates and everyone in the area.  
Mrs. Jay made a motion to approve the Conditional Use request as submitted by the applicant subject to approval from the Ohio EPA and/or the Greene County Combined Health District and the Sugarcreek Township Fire Department prior to the issuance of a Zoning Certificate for the proposed clubhouse and subject to approval by the Greene County Department of Building Regulation, which was seconded by Mr. Cramer.  Upon call of the roll, the vote resulted in the following:
Mrs. Jay-yes

Mr. Cramer-yes

Mr. Froehlich-yes

Mrs. Vantrease-yes
Mr. Smith-yes

Mrs. Jay made a motion to approve the February 26, 2015 Minutes, which was seconded by Mr. Froehlich.  Upon call of the roll, the vote resulted in the following:
Mrs. Jay-yes

Mr. Cramer-yes

Mr. Froehlich-yes

Mrs. Vantrease-yes

Mr. Smith-yes

Mrs. Jay made a motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Mr. Cramer.  Upon call of the roll, the vote resulted in the following:

Mrs. Jay-yes

Mr. Cramer-yes

Mr. Froehlich-yes

Mrs. Vantrease-yes

Mr. Smith-yes
